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Delegates and Friends

You are once more invited to participate in the 24" Annual Symposium of the Heritage Association
of South Africa, presented by Middelburg Heritage Association. It will be held at the Country Club,
Middelburg from 13 to 16 October 2025.

FINAL CALL FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSTION

You are hereby reminded that, since the deadline for submission of abstracts has expired on

1 September 2025, additional time is granted on request, and it is therefor urgent for you to submit
your abstracts on or before 12 September 2025. Abstracts for lectures and poster presentations
must be submitted via email to ajbotha1953@gmail.com.

This is the last and final call for submission.

The theme for the Symposium is : “Historical Middelburg, the Gateway to History”.

You are invited to write your papers, or prepare your posters surrounding any of the following
suggested topics:

Dark Heritage Spiritual and Religious Heritage
Cultural Heritage Archaeological Heritage
Historical Heritage Intangible Heritage

Natural Heritage Conservation Heritage
Agricultural and Industrial Heritage Anglo Boer War

Social and Political Heritage

You are however not limited to these suggested topics. We look forward to be intrigued by your
expertise, knowledge and vision walking back in time through this unique gateway to the past.



IMPORTANT DATES :

Paper and Poster Deadline: 12 September

Registration Deadline : 30 September

The early bird payment deadline was on or before 15 August.

On the registration form you will notice that the next deadline for registration to the amount of
R950.00 is indicated as 15 September.

For your convenience the date has been extended to 30 September, still to the amount of
R950.00.

NO late registrations will be accepted as the final arrangements must be completed.

PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME

Since the preliminary programme was relayed to you in the second and third circulars, it wiil not be
included in this circular again. The complete Academic Programme however will be included in
the next circular that will be forwarded to you on 26 September 2025.

PRELIMINARY LIST OF PAPERS AND POSTERS TO BE PRESENTED

| am confident that this symposium will be a life time experience, where knowledge will be shared,
new and unknown facts be revealed and discussed, where old friends re-unite and new friends be
made.

| am exited about the interesting abstracts for lectures and posters already received such as:

The Kruger Millions, Fact or Fiction - Presented by Dr. Pierre Edwards

The Middelburg peace discussions that took place on 28 February 1901 - Presented by Professor
Fransjohan Pretorius

The forgotten story of Leeuwfontein - Presented by lan Robinson

Heritage awareness and the Heritage community, then and now - Presented by Prof. Kathy Monroe
The Johannesburg Heritage Foundation Blue Plaque Programme, Achievements and challenges -
Presented by Louise Marx

Making family trees viable with Wikimedia - Presented by Derek Moore

Still Ngezinyawo: Honouring intangible heritage in post Mining era, Johannesburg - Presented by
Kgao Bonaventure Mashego

Middelburg’s spatial heritage: Memory, reflection and sustainable futures - Presented by Anele
Mnyaka

Trailblazers and colourful characters who journeyed through Middelburg’s Gateway to History -
Presented by Duncan Ballantyne

Historical Middelburg through the eyes of a Deltiologist - Presented by Carol Hardijzer

Kmdt Hendrik Frederick Prinsloo, Col. Hendrik Frederick Prinsloo, Zonderwater POW Camp, New
Scotland Mpumalanga, and Macorkindale - Presented by Terence Ball

Churches in and around Mpumalanga - Phillipe Menace.

Middelburg, the birthplace of the Rice Pattern Blockhouses — Presented by Simon Green



SYMPOSIUM COSTS
The registration form with the relevant costs to the symposium is attached to this circular.
ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation can be booked at the Middelburg Country Club. The cost of the
accommodation will be R 950.00 per unit — a double room including breakfast.
The contact person is Connely:

Cell no. 071 871 5704 or email at admin@midgolf.co.za

POST SYMPOSIUM PRESENTATION

A full day workshop will be presented by Brenthurst Library on Archiving and Restoration that promises to
be informative and captivating.

Hope you really consider attending the symposium. | believe that you will not be disappointed. Itis an
experience that will stay with you for a lifetime, a place where you can gain knowledge regarding matters
that was and still is relevant and important. It is a heritage not only for now but for the future as well, and
not only for us, but for future generations.

Photo of the Commemorative Hall

Kind regards

Rudi van Wyk
Symposium Convenor




